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The Union Jack returns to the shops for the first time ·in 40 year s. 

This i s the dust - jack et of the Union Jac k volume published 1h1s s umm er by 
the firm of Howard Baker. 
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Ben Whiter provided one of his own style quizzes, one about the girls 
schools and naturally Mary Cadogan was the winner. Josie gave a fine 
C. D. June issue quiz which Eric won. Truly a happy and jolly meeting . 
Grateful thanks to the hosts. 

Next meeti _ng at the home of Brian and Mrs. Doyle, 14A 
Clarendon Drive, Putney, London, S. W, 15. Phone 788 1086. Sunday, 
16th July. 
NO U:'HER CLUB REPORTS RECElVEO THIS l'ONTH AT n!E . UNCLE BENJAMIN 
TIME OF GOING TO PREJ)S 
•••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• •••••••••••••••••• 
IN THE VAN WITH JUSTICE, BIGGLES, 

HUGHIE, GOFFIN AND GUBBY 
by R. Hibbert 

I read the Modern Boy in my formative years and I'm the better 
for it . That greatest of all boys papers prepared me for the supersonic 
seventies. 

Readers were in good company. In Magnet 1418, 'Quelch's 
Easter Egg, ' page 20, we read: 

'Mr. Quelch sorted out sections of a weeJcly paper - the Modern 
Boy. There were readers of that periodical in his Form. He had seen 
Harry Wharton and Co. gathered round a copy, reading it over one 
another's shoulders. ' 

The Magnet might teach us not to sneak on schoolfellows - ''I say, 
you chaps. Winterbottom Major's the Mad Axe Murderer who's been 
terrorising the neighbou r hood." "Quiet, you ass. The beaks might 
hear. " It might din into us that smoking , playing billiards and backing 
horses just weren't done. It might give us a few stern aphorisms -
'Cricket come s before friendship' is one I've always pr~ed - to see us 
through life, but it didn't give us the all round education the Modern Boy 
provided. 

We had Pidgin English lessons from Charles Hamilton in his King 
of Mie Islands stories. I can still rattle off Pidgin the way old copper 
faced Kaio-lalulalonga taught me. As I said to my class only last week: 

"Fellah belongum exercise hooky topside top teachah fellah ' s desk 
bettah do-utn worky belongum home, break time or top teachah fellah 
tannum. Savvy?" 
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They were neat , plea sant , and efficient, and well earned any tip one 
rntght leave , though the door s of the Lyons · tea -s hop s a s well as the menu 
card s bor e the trice advice ''No Gratuitie s . " 

How rea ll y first - cla s s those Lyons' tea- &hop s were: Just when 
they fir st beca me a feature of London I don 't know - pro bab ly long befo re 
any of us was bor n. But they :flouri shed si de-by- side with the old papers 
whi ch we lo ved. The heyday of the one was the heyday of the other. As 
a child , th e highlight of my school holida y was always a day in London, 
with a vi sit to the Coli s eum ma tinee , and a meal a t Lyons . 

Fo r the two decad es betw ee n the wars , the prices did not vary at 
a ll. Everything wa s clean , spic k and span . Service was excellent . A 
cup oi tea was 2d. A pot of tea was 3d . per per so n. A mixed -ice was 
4d . A bana na split - a mouth-wareri ng deli cac y - was 9d. A cheese 
&alad wa s a shilling , and on eacb table sto od a bott le of "Lyon naise " 
from which you help ed your se lf a s liberally as you like d. They don't 
make Lyonna ise any more - of cour se they don' t - but 1 alwa ys thought it 
the mo s t deli ci ous salad cr ea m on the market. 

A coupl e of chapters of the Magnet over a delightful meal in the 
Lyons on the corner of King sway in Holbor n - and then the first hou se at 
the Holbora Em pir e , with, pe r hap s , Max Mill er, the Hous ton Sis te rs, 
and Scott and Whaley topping the bill . That wa s my idea of a little bit 
of hea ven . They did you proud in Lyon s . Toda y the res taurant s just 
"do" you - that 12 , if your dige s tive sys cem can put up wi th "c hips with 
everythi ng. " 

They don't ca ll the m Lyons any more , of cou rs e . I'm not reall y 
so r ry , for they are so dHfere nt . They use d to advern se "Where's 
Georg e? Gone to Lyonch: " I dar esay you remember . 

The re we re othe r groups of tea -sh ops , of course. There were 
ABC's , and oth er names whic h elude me now, but somehow Lyons 
s eemed to me a lways tha t littl e bit supe rior to the others. 

A few days ago I popped back to Surbito n for a few hour s . ln a 
cafe I asked for a cup of tea and a pas try . "You mean a glar se of tea," 
the wa itre ss tol d me haugh t ily. 

I agre ed tha t I pro bably meant a "glar se'' of tea. It tur ned out 
to be a gla ss of hot water in which was soaking a tea-bag. For my 
g la rse of te a and a pas tr y 1 was charged 16 pee. Which , dear friends , 
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Roger's article s ar e alwa ys a delight to read; something one can 

look forward to ; and something one can share . A century of memories 
is a memorable century indeed. May fre s h figures long continue to be 
registered on this particular score board: 

LEN WORMULL (Romford) : I have just been reading George Orwell's 
Essays, in which appears his article on Boys' papers , and the reply by 
Frank Richards. This is my fi r st reading , and I must say that I though t 
our author' s reply most brilliant. You may be aware of it, but a foot
note states that it was much disc us sed and enjoyed in literary circles at 
the time and by Orwell himself , Before reading it, he expressed his 
apprehension about it . . . "As I've no doubt made many mistakes, but 
what he'll probably pick on is my suggestion that these papers try to 
inculcate snobb ishness . " 

** ****** ** *~ ****** * ** ******** ***** *** *** *** * **** ** 

N Ews OF THE CLues 
NORTHERN 

Meeting held on 10th June , 1972. 

A lively gathering at the usual venue in Hyde Park, Leeds. 
An early subject of discussion was the recent Howard Baker 

publications . The Chairman had that day received his copy of the Water 
Lily Series and was rather disappointed. 

We all felt that the early reproductions had been of high standard, 
but there bad since been a deterioration. Some pages were heavily 
printed and on others the type was faint. Of particular concern was the 
propo s ed r eduction in the size of the Magnet volum es. Ther e seemed 
no jus tificat ion for this . No longer would we have true facsimiles , and 
futu r e publi cation s would not be uniform with our present volumes. 

'The Magnet Companion' was mentioned and said to be 'a plethora 
of errors from beginning to end.' 

It was unanimous ly agreed tha t a lett er be sen t to Howard Baker 
expr e s s ing our con cern . 

We arranged that during the next months certain of us should give 
talk s on the subje ct , 'How my Colle cti on Sta rted.' Next month the 
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much which i s delightful for the one to whom the letter was addressed , 
but which is of little general inte r es t to the ma ss es.. Plenty of my own 
from the author are fascinating , because they dea l with his writing lif e 
and his connection with the old papers , but a great deal of the substance 
of these has been published in C. D. down the years. I am sti ll con
si deri ng the matter, but I rather fee l that the idea of a booklet of the 
letters is not likely to come to anything . But we s hall see in the next 
few weeks . 

THE ANNUAL 
Preparations are now going ahead for Collectors' Diges t Annual 

of 1972 . How time flies: If you have in your head the germs of an 
a rticle which you think would be of interest to Annua l rea der s, pleas e 
ge t going with it and send it along as soo n as possib le. 

THE EDITOR 

* ** **** * ** * *** * * *** ***** * * * ** * ** * ** * * ****** *** **** 

MA GN E T S F' OR S A L E . W:' 1 t e to -

FELDMAN, 4 BALLANTRAE HOUSE, LYNDALE:, LONDON, N.W. 2 . 

xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx 
MAGNETS FOR SAU, in exce ll ent cond1 tion . Smal l or Jar ge quan ti t i es a t re asonable 
pri ces. Wr it e to 

HR. M. J ACKSON, 26B NORTH OID ROAD, LONDON, NW11. 

xxxxxxxx xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx 
AMERICAN/BRITlS H COMICS, BOOKS, PULPS, et c., U.:TENSIVE LIS TS. 

GUY N. SMITH, BURNT HI LL HOUSE, HOPWAS, TAf1.lORTH, STAFFS. 

x xxxxx xx xxxxxxxxxxxxxx xxxx xxx xxxx xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx 
W A N T E D : - Magnets 1222 . 1223, 1227 , 1 238, 1241-i 246, 1255-i 277, 1297-1 298 , 1307, 
131 2 , 1 31 }., 131 s-, 31 6 , 1 31 8 , 1322 , 1 326-1 330, 1342, 1 343-1344, 1 3.45-1 348, 1349-1 350, 
1375-1376 , 1 401 , 1 403-1404, Good pr ice s pai d. Some exchanges avail able. 

KEN HUHPHftEYS, 9 NOTTINGHAM ROAD, HUCKNALI.., NO'ITI NGHAH NG15 7Q}l. 

Phone :lucknal l 2566. 

x xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx xxx xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx x 
Crac kers Annllal 1933 , J ester Annual 1939. £3 each of fere d f or good copie s . 

WES'J'hlOOD, 9 Cr!EVIOT CLOSE.., CHADDERTON, LA.t-lCS. 

x xxxxxxx x xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx 
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tho ::.e day" , an y man could as s er t comple te i ndepend ence? Regar d.ing 
Pen tclow' s mfluence , I have the fee bng that H. A . Hinton was onl y 
ac cepted ba ck into the editorial ,·ha ir because of his war serv .ice . and 
tha t .,omebody pu t rnetaphorica J ti n -tac ks on the chair. Was there s ome 
si gnif icance i n Hinton s plashing his return in the editori al column s and 
putti ng his name at the end? Agr e ed , Hin ton alw ays made a spla sh , but 
did he drown himself th is time? What about the my s tery of Hamilton 's 
"St. Kit 's " st orie s in Hinton' s "Sc hool and Sport?" 

Pentelo w appear ed to take a viciou s swi pe a t Hamilton in Magn e t 
524· when he had Ogilvy say: " It's not Scotc h , and nobody bUl an ignorant 
as s says Scotch . . • He should say 'Scot s ' or 'Scotti sh.'" It is diffi cult 
to beli eve that Pentelow , afte r comb ing the Magnet files for his "Grey
fr ia rs Gallery," wa s unaware that Hamilton invariably used the term 
"Scotch. " 

I su ppose most wr ite r s have a certain conc eit and pride m their 
wor k , a nd an ed it or i s i n a good po siti on to plug it - not you , Mr. Buddle , 
I love you : Per cy Griffith wa s another example of this . 

Regarding Courtney, I agr ee that he was not a s er ious lo s$. 
Gwynne wa s a .better part ner for Wingate if only be cause, being Irish , 
he pro vided a contra s t. 

I agr ee that we regard the Gre yfr ia r s and St. Jim' s st orie s a lot 
mo re ~er ious ly than did the publi sher s, A. P. 'ta.ff. and sub w rit er s . bur 
1 suspect that Charle .. Hamilton himself had an equa l rev ere n e for them . 

These are fa s cinating questfo ns, but we will ne ver be certain oi 
all the answers . T sus pe ct that Er ic Fayne , Roge r Jenkins , an d myself 
are all partly r ight and partl y wrong'. 
ERIC FAYNE adds: Mr. Lay st r ays a 11tt.l,. r r1111 ChP po ln L. The qui;st.~on was not. what 
ot.fier A.P . woT"ker s t,;hougb t o r Hamn con buC whether Pentelow coul d have bee n guil ty of 
the r a il ings ar wh leh he was ancused. Ir Wheway wepr, at the D'ero ry of Pentel ow, all 
Lhose years Jat er, he must bave been an unusually seat1men ta l man. I f rriends hl p was so 
gr ea r, ft oould mean that Wheway saw hls old pal throu gh r o se- colour ed gl asses . We can 
acce pt t-hat Pent elo w was a very nl oP man t o his friend s . 

Whe th er Haml1to n was a snob and a hY'POcrlt e is irrel evant , J'C ls obviously 
prP.post erous Lo acc us e a man of hypocr l sy beca1.1se he condemned smoking arid gambl in g in 
s t or1es Wl' ftten f or boys . 1f Hamllr.on was shy and distant , as they cla im and I belle ve 
.he was , !t seEms unl ike l y that peoplP in the of fice can have k.ncwn much or tit s p.r!vatg 
11 re. Maybe i,,ne way spoke with ~he h ind s i gh t of which Mr. Lay speak s . 

Whet her Hamil ton was a snob I t :ls d1fflcu ll:. to say , I neve r s aw anyr.hJng 
whtch sugg este a It in the year s J knew him . He may have bee n a bad mixer, bu ~ so are 
plen ty of us chro ugh no f ault. of our own. My per sonal bel l ef t s r.hat env i ous peopltl 
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DANNY'S DIARY 
JULY 1922 

Anoth e r fi ne month of Rookwood in t:he Boys' Fr iend . The onl y 
bother i that the sto ri e s ar e so short , squa shed into two pag e , . 

"At th e Elev enth Hour " wa s the l ast s tor y of the present 
Morn.inbl'(On s er i e s . Jimm y i s s entenced to expu l sion for pinching the 
Freu h maste r' s watch. But in the end , Mor ny r epent s , and confe ss ed 
to the Head that he had pl ott ed i t all. So Mor ny i s expelled from Rook
wood ins tead. 

Bue, though Morn y is expelled , it is clear that we have no t done 
W l th him. In "Th e Rookwood Exile , " Erroll has a le tt er from Morny , 
who i s unhapp y at home with his Stac poole cous ins. Rookwood juniors 
go to pla y cr ic ket at Highcliffe , but , owning to "know ing be st , " Lov ell 
los e s the t r ai n , and Rookwood arr ive s a man short for t.he game a t 
H:ighcl iffe . .But lu ckil y Morn ington i s th ere aR a sightseer . he play s 
for Rookwood , and wins th e game . 

In "Gunne r 's Deep Gam e , " dunner take s up hypnoti s m. It i s 
good fun when hi s pal I Die.kin s on Minor , make s Gunner think that he , 
Gun ne r, ha s really got the powe r . In "Gunn er ' s Late st" he tr ie s to 

compel Jimm y , under hYEDJti.Sm , to pl ay him , Gunne r . in the cric ke t 
m atch agai nst Bags hot . It does n' t wo r k. Mod e ratel y funny . 

F inall y , the fi r s t s tor y of the holida y s eri es . The Fi st.ic al Fou t 
a r e planni ng a walking holiday . In " Love D ' s Bargain , " Lovell bu ys a 
hor se and trap fr om a man named Walke r . But l a ter on , a handsom e , 
s unburn ed young m an , arriv es wi th a policeman to cla im hi s pony and 
trap whi ch ha s bee n st ol en. The hand s ome yo ung man is Mr. Ri chard s . 
However he is a good - natured young man , s o h e l end s Lovell the pony 
and tra p for the holida ys . 

Doug had one of tJ,e five new Sexton Blake Libra r ies . It wa s 
"Th e Fallen Star , " about a cine ma sensa ti on , and it star s Leon Ke s rrel , 
the ma s ter mummer . I r ead it , and lik ed l t a l ot. 

Th ere ha s been a bad trafo sma s h at Liverpoo l Street Sta ti on . 
Nobody wa s killed , but 45 people were injured. There has al so been a 
kind of Roya l Wedding. Lord Loui s Mountbatten , who is related to the 
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Frank sr.andmg fouT squa re to the elem ent s bke AJax defying the lightrunf 

I have n ever , to my knowl edge, wittingly or unwittingly , portray ed 

E . S. B. in such a light . You say tha t Brook s cerca ml y cri nged , and that l 

had made ir very clea r . I sh ould like to know where. lf , possib ly, you 

are i:uggesti ng that his, and his editors , letters pro ve thi s then you are 

sadly off beam. What the lette rs do show 1 1 think, is a dogged persever 

an ce and a willingness to learn at a time when he must have been very 

hard put to make ends meet. Surely , admiration for his courage would 

be more apposite. If, instead , you are suggesting that his continuing to 

write for the Lee, in spite of edit0rial interferen ce in the 30' s was 

cringing then you are refu sing to recognise the economic facts of life as 

E. S. B. saw i t. He did not just bemoan his fate and do nothing. He 

decided to switch from writing stor ies for boys to writing for the adult 

market , and , after 20 year s of the former, it required no small amou nt 

of mora l courage to give it up in favour of the latter. 

My whole enjoyment of your article was entirely spoiled by that 

totally unnecessary and insu l ting insertion. 

LAURIE SUTTON 

l wa s extreme ly interested in the June "L et's Be Controversia l , " 

which put s a different view to Roger Jenkin s on the Hamilton/Pente low 

relat:10nship . I should lik e to offer some comments, although 1 did not 

hav e the advantage of meeting Charles Hami lton. My own view s have 

been formed by reading along - and between - the lines of the Magnet and 

Gem , and by consider ing the view s of other s, includmg Er ic Fayne and 

Roger Jenk ins . 
There are certai nly unfa thomable mysteries regarding Char le s 

Ham ilton' s relauon ship with Pentelow , and his attitude to su b writers 

generally. 
Undoubtedly Hamilton wa s a craftsman, with a fierce pride in his 

work and creations , and I ca nnot accept the view that he would willing ly 

tol erate the substitute rubbish publi shed undei: hiH pen-name s . To that 

extent I support Hamilton' s view s as expres sed m the lacer year s. I 

ca n under s tand h1s adopnon by reque st of su bstitu te characters obviously 

introduced to boost geographical ci rculation - such as Clifton Dane and 

Sidney Cliv e. 
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or get payment for it. 
"Bravo , &llstrode" wa s pr etty awful. In fact , awful rot . 

Greyfri ar s, in the Public Schools Cricket Championship , is due to play 

Grand coun School in the final a t Lord s . Sure] y, if Greyfria rs were i n 

anything of the sort , the first eleven would play - not the Remove. The 

Greyfr iars e leven goe s out in a boat which gets caught in a storm , and 

all get soaked and have a terrible time. So Harry Wharton and Co. 

cannot play in the final. They send a second eleven to Lords , captained 

by Bulstrode - and thi s second eleven wins. 

Finally "Mauly' s Pals" is the first of what looks like being a 

holiday series. Mauly is to take a party on a yachting tour in the summer 

vac. Mauly finds him self with plenty of friend s who want to go with him 

on the yacht, including Loder and Walker, whom Mauly snubs. Then 

Billy and Sammy Bunter fail in a ruse to get Mauly to take them on the 

yacht . 

WANTID:- l'O!'BTER LI BS.; S. O. L.S,, SEX':'O. BLAKES; GREYIBIARS HOLDAY ANNUALS~ 

A!>VrnfURUli C~.A11P!ONS; HOTSPURS; ROVERS; WIZAROO ( pre -1 955) , 

J AMES GALL, 49 A!iDERSON AVENUE, ABERDEEN, SCOTLAND, AB2 21.R. 

xxxxxx xx x xx xx xx xxxxxxx x xxxx xxxxx x x x xxxxxxxxxxxxxxx 

S A L E : - GREYFRI ARS HOLIDAY ANNUALS, MAGNETS, GEIB , PENNY POPULARS, NELSON LEE'S , 

SEXT'ON BLAKE •S. HOBBIES ANNUAL, £1 • BL.ACKIES BOY'S ANNUAL i:1 • AUTOBIOGRAPHY PRANK 

RJCHAROO i:1 , 60 . TURNER•S BOY1S WILL BE BOYS i:1 , 50. 

J At1ES GAU.., /.8 ANDERSON AVE}IUE, HERDED{ , SCOTLAND, AB2 2LR, 

xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx 
BULLDOG BREED BOOKS by O. W. Wadha1JJ 

An exce!lent s tory paper ror boy s, publi sh ed dur lr.g the 1314- 18 war , hes never , 

tha t 1 can recall , ever been mentioned tn the varied ~ages or Collec tors• Digest . 

NEANES1 BULLDOG BREED LI BRARY gives no Ind ication a s to wheth er It was a weekly 

bi -monthly or CJont hly publ i cati on , but i t certain ly gave good value for two-pen ce , 

eapecl ally in war t.ime . 
Pages were r.he same size as the GE:1 in ! r.s last days , ar.d there were 64 ot them 

Covers were nicely colo ured and the print was ~le ar and read abl e . 

r hav e No. 7 , "The Pira t e Hunte r s, '' t,y STA.'ILEY POR'l'AL HYATT, who also wrote 

"Dead !':en's Cold," another BULLOOG BREED story, Ot her wr ite rs wer e , F'E:LIX 0 1 GRADY, OLIVE:R 

STUA.t!T, E. LE: BRETON MARTIN, J AJ1ES WYNNE BANDER, and Capt . RIC:iARD BENSON. 

In.pos ing - sounding nane s and quite good wr1ters . I wonder ho.•1 many of them are 

t:nown to Dig est readers? 
Tl1ere were ten exce llen t dra wlngs ln each 1 ssue . Does any rea der of Colle c to r s 

Dige s t know how l ong N£l.JNES BUU.OOG LIBRARY le s te d7 
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ECHOES ON "A SHADOW OF DOUBT" 

FRA NK LAY 

I was much impressed with your Let 's be Controversial No. 171. 

1hi s ties up very much with your edit orial article as so mu ch is wri tte n 

about Hamilron and Pentelow from hinds ight rath er than actual knowledge. 

It has .oeen my pleasure over the year s to meet a number of person s 

who knew them both and t.he pi ctu re that emerges of them both is rath er 

diff e rent than the one envisaged from reading the pages of the Dige st and 

the Annua l s. Norma ll y the A. P. writers were a happy -go-lucky crowd , 

many living from ha nd to mouth , freque ntly borrowing or getting a 'sub' 

on the str ength of material yet to be written and frequently fraternis ing 

over a pint at their favourite meeting placeo , the Fleet-street pubs. Into 

this pict ure Hamilton did not fit . He did not mix or fra terni se , and the 

words you quote from my article on Wheway were ec hoed by others. He 

was rega rded as a snob , albeit with awe and respect for his ability and a 

certain amount of envy. He was a ls o re garded a s some what of a hypo cr ite , 

wri ting with tongue in chee k of the horror s of s moking , playing cards and 

backing the horse s and at the same time losing hls own shlrt at Monte 

Carlo. Conversely friends who knew him when he live d at Hampstead 

speak of him with affection as 'a bi t of a gay dog' and 'a lad with the 

ladie s . ' It would seem very like ly that he kept his business and his 

private life very much apart with only a few frie nds in the writing wor ld. 

The picture that emerges of Pentelow is ra ther differe nt. Like 

Hamilt on Edwards he was somethi ng of a 'fathe r figure' with encourage 

ment of new blood and the steady mai ntenan ce of old favourites. Whewa y 

was certai nly not exaggerating when he spoke of Hamilton , his views 

were expr ess ed by too many others. Wben he spoke , however , of 

Pente low , tear s came to his eye s a nd in true Pentelow sty le he said 'It 

would not be true to say 1 liked hlm . rather Lhat I loved him: ' And for 

a giown man to confess such fee1ings is rather moving . He had nothing 

but good to RR Y of Penrelow as being mamly r espon sihle ~or his own 

growth a s an A. P. wr i te r, as an edi tor and as a man of generosity and 

understa nding. In the cricket wor ld where he wa s even more famous , 

many remembe r Pente low with great aff ection. 

It 1s probable that if Hamilton had vi si ted Fle etway House more 
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rabid Hamilt on fan. 
In the few years immediately after the end of the war, this Water 

Lily series received tremendous ac cla im from many of the old boys , 
but, in more re cent time s, some have come to the conclusion that it wa s 
overrated . This is your opportunity to decide for yourself . 

Reader s cart hardly fail to enjoy a great deal of this sunny trip 
up the silv ,ery Thames, and it should be added that the Magnet was really 
jam-packed in those halcyon days with material to pleas e the average 
Greyfriars fan . 

*********************************~* **•* * *** ** **** 
TWO OLD PERIODICALS by S. Gordon Swan 
IN THE PAST I have s een occasio nal r erer-enoes t n Collectors ' D1gest to a per1odtcal 
called ns OR NO, but cannot recall any mention of H s companion paper , THE WEEKLY TALE
TELLER - f or I belie ve these two were p::-odUced by t?te same publ lshi ng house. 

THE WEEKLY TALE- TELLER was th .e bet te r paper of t..J-ie twt:>, It spec ia l ! sed 1n 
short s tori es and there. were half a dozen of the se in each 1 ss Ue, so t hat one obtaine d 
a sixpenny magazine for one penny. And t he stor ies were of a hlgh standar d, often better 
tha n one ro~nd In the higher -price d magsz!nes . 

rr , the se pages I first encountere d the name of E. R. Punsllon , who wrote a 
story cal l ee The s courge or God about Atti l a the Hun. l must admit I had never heard of 
th is hist oric al character until then, as I had never been taught about hlm at school . 
Punshon went on to make a name for himse l f as a wri te r of JT1Yst ery yarns , h is later books 
being publ is.hed by Vic.tor Gollanc z . Hls Bobby Owen series or detective tales ran thro ugh 
the nlnetee r- thlrtles , f or r;1es and f ifties. S!nc-e the mid - fif ties ! haven't neard or 
h lm, so must. r ,egret fUlly assume t-hat he has pass ed on, lik e so many of t:.he old stalwar ts . 

Ne1th.er of these period ic als l'las int ended for boys , but I remember tak lng both 
of them ln ror some t 1me. YES OR NO had a dif fer ent po.lic;r : generally it contained one 
or two shorts, a: long complete novel and an lnstal rrumt of a seria l. At one tim e a storY 
by Edgar Wall ace was running through l ts pages. The t 1 tle was The Man Who Was Nobody, 
and H was a long tim e be fore I se cure d th ls 1n bod{ Conn. Alth ough many of Wallace's 
yar ns are s t lll in prin t I don1 c. thl nK this par tlc ular story is obtain abl e now. 

Al though the re does not seem to .be any connec ti on between YES OR NO and THE 
BOYS' FRIEND, there mEcy be a tenuous link . In issue N'o .• 740 of the l atter period1cal , 
dated 14th Augus t, 1915 , there co1Jm1enoes a sel"l a l by "Famous Maurice Everard," ent 1 t led 
Polrua11•s Millions . In h i s cha t , th e E:Htor says tha t rea ders won' t be familia r with 
the name or ttaurice Everard , '' for he has hi :.her to worked tn anothe r and higher sphere ." 
(I don ' t know who t he EdHo r was a t tbls perlo d , but it i s hard to i magine Harn11to n 
Edward s adml c.U ng tha t the re was a higher s pher e than M s boy s' paper s! ) 

Then, in No. 756 of THE BOYS' F'RIEND, begln s a new stor y by Mauric e Everard , 
A Tal e or Twelve Cities , deaUng wi th de tective Garne t t Bell and hls ass i s tants . 1 have 
a vag ue reco lle cti on that , among the long co!Jl)let e novels in YES OR NO t.here were some 
dea l ing wit h the. adventures or Garnett Bell. I am open to correct ion on thi s poin t : is 
t here a reader whose memory goes back t o tbo s e days and who can conf lrm t hat t hl ·s 
ln vest lgater actually di d ap.JJe.a.r 11'1 YES OR NO? r am sure I had hear d or Garnett Bell 
be fore the name became a ssociated w 1th l'!aur! ce Everard and THE BOYS' F'Rl END. 

I f this ch aracter did feat ur e ln t hat old paper of fifty - r ive years ago , the n 
YES OR NO might be the " hi ghe r sphere 11 ~o which the Edl tor :referred . Or aga i n , Maurt ue 
Everard might hav e cont r ibute d t o the more expensive magazi n es befor e he began writing 
boys' s r.or ie s . Are there any copies or these two old periodicals s.;ill ln ex1st enoe? 
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DO YOU REMEMBER? by Roger M. Jenkin s 

No. 101 - Gem No. 1205 - "The Shady Three' ' 

In that dim twilight of 1928 -31, the real Martin Clifford wrote a 

mer e handful of stories for the Gem. The surpr ising Lhiug is not so 

much why he didn't write more - or better ones - but why be wrote any 

at a ll. When it i s rea lis ed that it was not until 1939 that Charles 

Hamilton took up his pen to relate the St. Jim's saga in earnest once again , 

the twil ighr stories remain a curious enigma to puzz le and tantalise the 

reader . 
Gem 1205 began with Baggy Trimble and a cake missing from 

Gussy's sru dy, which ended up in Mr. Lathom' s room after being con 

fiscated . The Shady Three were in fact Cutts, Prye and St. Leger , who 

were using Mr. Lathom' s s rudy as a means of egress and ingress after 

dark. In one thrilling chapter they all came in contac t with Mr . Lathom 

who got knocked down in the dark , and he blamed Trimble. It was 

hardly a novel siruation, but it made a compete nt story, and perhaps 

some discerning readers felt it constituted an agreeab le change after al l 

the substitut e storie s . 
The St. Jim' s s tory was rather brief, as there were two serials 

being run at thi s time, Rookwood bemg promised for the following week. 

Even mor e disquieting was a page of silly chatter from Whiskers, the 

office boy , and a stri p of cartoon facts and puzzles entitled "Would You 

Believe It ?" It is sad to note how far the Gem wa s r esorting to gimmicky 

material in an attempt to maintain its circulation. It is true that the 

red Magner at one tim e featured a page of cartoon jokes, but that was in 

the distant past , and certainly since those days the Magnet prese nted an 

appearance which consistently mainta ined a dignity far above the Gem in 

its twilight yean:,. Of course , what the Gem needed was not more 

gimmic ks and serid ls but a Jong run of genui ne Hamiltonian materia l. 

The r e were som e interesting items , neverth eles s, in Gem 1205. 

Car dew contributed a typically Hamiltonian dissertation concerning 

Nel son 's la s t word s, and there were some good cha ract er srudies of 

St. Leger a nd Cutts . St. Leger was said to be related to half the peer -

ag e and bl s behaviour was cer tainly far superior to that of his shady 

fr iend . All the sam e , these two items were hardly suffi cient to raise 
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of the mill bo :..,s y hea dma r-;te r s . Mr . Marhn was will .mg to have a ba sh 
a t frat r ic ide and there i s n't a lo t of that about; not rn rhe teaching ·crade 

anywa y . 
The Colonel Clinton Series (Nelson Le e Library Old Series 187 -

194) and the Howard Martin Serie s (Old Serie s 229 - 236) were both 
r epr inted , i n 1926 , in "The Monster Library of Complete Stories. " 
They ' r e good example s of the high class melodrama Edv.·y speciali s ed in. 
Mel odrama s et aga1nst a p11blic school ba ckground. Only a geniu s could 
comb ine the traditions of Henry Irving's Lyc eum with those of Tom 
13rown' s Rugby. 

Mr. Martin is one of tho se teachers who begins as he means to 

go on. One of the " I ne ve r warn , l alway s strike" brigade . He' s such 
a des po t that by the en d of hi s fir s t da y the Sixth Form are threatening to 
leav e St . Frank's en ma s se , by the end of his second day Nelson Lee has 
be e n s a cke d a nd by the end of hi.s third day the Anc ient House section of 
the Remove have rebelled . 

" Hand s up all those who vote for a -revol t against the Head' s 
t yr aun - , " sa s Nipper. "Hands up those who ar e on the side of ju stice 

and r i ght . " 
It all so und E a bi t Fr e nc h Revolu u oni sh. And no doubt a ver y 

si m 1!ar s peec h was made by the s ix te e n year old Byrnn in 1805 when he 
le d hi "'· 1e lfow Har r ovian s in revolt agai ns t their new head ma st er . 

In no ti m e at all the Fo es il s have bar r i ca ded tbe mse l ve s in the 
We st Wi ng . 

Mar ti n us e s threats , force , tricke ry a nd a p-rivate anny of mis
guid ed Boy Scout s. He almos t succeeds rn putt ing dow n the revolt. But 
Lhe wor d.1- w 1se Nipper know s that th e r e is one gr e ater than even the 
mo~r powe r ful head ma s ter . So be kidnap s the Chairman of th e 13oard 
of Gover uor H and threaten s to ta r a nd fe athe r him unles s be s ign s a 
docum e nt r e s tor ing to the boy s all t he liber ues they enjoyed before Mr . 
Ma r u n a rriv ed . And , wi th th i~ new Magn a Car ta sa fel y tucked awa y .in 
the brea st pock et of Nipper ' s Eron ja cket , the barri ca de come down. 

Ta r dnd fe ather the Chai rm a n of th e Governo rs . 
TI1e r e are som e pa s sa ge s in Nel s on Lee that are s o anti -

e s ca blis hme nt
1 

s o again st what mo s t adul ts would regard as l awful 
author i ty they mak e "Th e Little Red School &,ok ' ' look lik e a tract put 
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No . 42 7. What l feel i s tba t Blake wa s evide ntl y s o popuJar chat by 
Edit oria l deci si on , or by some convers ion in Hayter' s own min d to the 
though t that Blake ta le s would sell more ea sJly , the change wa s made fr om 
Dcve ro Blake . My coll ection runs to No. 438 and all the Blake tale s are 
set m thj s vem1e. Rear in mind that there is no mention of Tinker or of 
Pedro : nor of Baker Street , nor o1 the cu toma ry Scotland Ya rd de tecci ves 
who app eare d in the Union Jack a t that time. 

When C'all.ing them '' long com p]ete novel s' ' the Fenny Pictori al 
Edl tonal polic y dld thls for aU the ir short s tories; the fact is that they 
were of aboui- five page s and 1 eEti m a te of 5 or 6 thou s an d words each . 
They were neat little deduc u ve tale s , cert ai nly much le ss adventur e i n 
them than in the far longer efforls in the Union Jack. And , by the way , 
anyon e look ing back on many of tho se yarn s must be struck by che 
adventure el em ent of Blake , rn man y , many ca ses this outweig hed the 
detective el ement . The ourwitung of an outlaw , adventurer or c rook , 
by a powerful hon es t antagonist 1n straightfot"Wa r d conflict. 

In No. 445 , which I po ss ess , Blake is oper ating from Me sse n,ger 
Square. My gap s ru n till 462 and 463 wher e Blake is s till at rJn s 
re si dence . I possess numb ers lll the 470' s wher e the venue i s inde ter 
minate.. Pr es umabl y Me s enge.r Square . J believe the Aston Vi lla det · 

up was throughout by C. Hayter I the Me sse nger Squar e sc ene s al so by 
Hay ter an d ot,her au'thor s . Certa inly 490 ts by Michael Storm a~ i 1 

bnng i n Lad y Molly Maxwell. 
No . 491 "Th e Mystery of the Egyp tian Bonds" may hel p the 

Michad Storm s tudent~ as rt .recounre the capture by Blake a nd the 
se nding cc pnso n of Rupe rt Fo r bes. Georg e Mar sden Plumm er app ears 
far::;t m U. f. 222 , ''T be Man from Scotla nd Yard." He e~cap eF fr om 
pr ison togethe r wi rb Rupert Forbe in B. F . L . No . 96 ;,The Mervyn 
M stery , " Frn-he-i dyi ng at the end oi the rale leav111g Plummer to ca r ry 
on (e . aping aga 1n) rn U. J. 315 ''T he Swe ll Mobsman'' and m m any \Ss ue s 
therea1cer. Th ts may help reader s who start WJth tl1e ''Mervy n Mystery " 
to rPalis@ how the former ca p ture of Forbes came abo ut . 

T po "ses.s long run s (wi th gaps) up to 757 which seems to be I.he 
nex t ro la &r appe a rance and rn this Blake 1s 6ti11 in Mes:;e nger Square .. 
Still no Tm keT . no Pedro , though oddl y enough rt,e pi ctoria l headlng to 
the rales r.hrough mdn y years wa ~ of Blake smoking , in an armchair by 
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char.act. er by Ham iJcon or Brook s . 
He rndu.lged in ja pe s tha:L \Vere far re moved from rhe us ual typP I 

and hls prow es s at cricke t was nea r - county eta s . 
The following extract from Nelson Lee New s er ies 157 'Muti ny" 

su ms up Browne in a few word s. 
"Well done , Browne:" said Nipper e nthus iastica lly . 
"You did it like a ma s ter.• · 
"l did i r like a Browne:' ' corrected Wilham NapoJeon 
"Whi ch , as you will admit. is the sa me thing.· · 
Althoug h these characters are not alike, any s tory in which they 

app ear 1s bound to be of a n extreme ly high grade. 

THOSE STORY COMPETITIONS by W. 0. G. Loft s 

Readers wlth in s pir ing amb iti ons co become scory writer s . 
rubbed their hand with antlclpauon by t he announ ce ment by editor H A. 
Hinton m MAGNET No. 399 , 1915. He state d "that he wou1d pay £15 to 

the 1 ea.de r who c;;enr rn the best Greyfr lar s s tory o.t 30 , 000 word . The 
winning e n try would al so be pub li s hed 1f 1t waE: of s ufficie nt st andard.. 11 

How many- 'budding Frank Ricb.ards ' sent m manu scripts w1JJ 
11e v E:r be EXa Lly known though G. R . Samwa ys a Clue f-s ub editor we ll 
re m embt r " John Nix Pentelow 1he war - ume editor (who took over whe n 
HH1t 0 11 left on war - servicP.) s mo king endles s 1gar ett e s and spend.mg 
man v liour t> pomJ ng over rhe manu scri pt s whic h wer e in the main wncte n 
m lo ngha nd . As Roger Jen.k.'i.ns once sugge s ted, ' ' the com penuo n was 
<:l!IJpl y maugurc1re d to order , to ens ure that , come what may , tbe wa r 
woul d no t comp el the MAGNET co do"'e dow n. " Simpl y , it was an 
art empt to f.lnd s ubsn w ce writers . 

T he winner was eveo.tuaIJ y announced as ROBERT LANGLEY 233 
Lynron Road . Be,·mondsey. A London e r bvrng m the Brickla yer s Arms 
dl s rrKt . There 1s no evi de nce rha th i s st o1y wa s ever publi shed I nor 
hav e 1 Lraced o1 a nytlung by him in pJ."int. Thoug h lu.s st ory could never 
hav e been wor ~e than some that a ppeare d in that period. Furth e r Usts 
oi a hundr ed p:rjz e winner s we re announ ced rn lat er issues , where m the 
maln chey r eceive d a bound volume of Longfellow' s poems. Among s t the 
pr1:ze -wrn11e1s were the name s of L. E. Ransome , W. L. CatchRo le , 

(cont•u on Page 20) 
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more tha n d1e Slater Case whil.h was agun 10 the headlin es 20 year •. after 
poor Mi· s Gifohr is t had been batt ere d to dea th. 

In the swry rhe setc mg is Edi nburgh l nstea d of Glasgow ; the aged 
spj nster ha be come Mi ss Susann ah Gllber t on and the wrongly impr iso ned 
man is. " Otto Slad e . " 

Author's names were not give n m the Uruon Jack in 1928 but a 
glan ce at the Sexton Blake Index revea ls that the wrire r i n thi s c.ase was 
that me r cur ial so n of Wales , Gwyn Evans , as mi ght be expecte d fro m the 
pr es ence in the narrative of the repor er Splash Page , ab out whom Evans 
wro te so often . 

The st ory .5r,arts in 1908 with the mur der of MLs Gilbert son and 
sw1tche~ to 1928 when Otto Sla de i s relea sed from priso n , which is just 
the curtai n ra is er to Blake , Tinker and Page becoming involv ed in an 
adventure which re sult in the di sco ver y of the real ma n on the s tair s for 
whom Slade wa!:l misra ken in 1908 . 

Slade i s fully cleared and rest ore d to the world of tre e men -
whP-re1 incid en tally Ti nke r notes that ' 1the r.hing that s tartle.s Slad e more 
rhananythmg a.ft.er 20 year~ iu clink , is not whele .. s 1 aero pl anes or the 
movies , hu e shon skirts. " In a touL..hing farewell sce ne , the rele ase d 
pr! soner . his che eks wet with tearE: , take s Blake ' s hand in gratitude . 
" Heave n bl<ess you . sir . I - I knew ju tice would be done in the end, " 
At ·rrus Spla sh Page 1s moved to re ma rk , wi th llld ignatio n: ''Justice: 
You' II joll y wel l not be satisfie d wi th that Sla.dc , old boy. li the ''Dai ly 
Radio" dnn' t get you twenty thousand pounds for your sufferings , das b. t t , 

l ' li llv~ in Tooting '. " 
WeU , Lhi.s brin gs us back , with some irony , to the le tcers found 

in the Man che srer ce lla r . Becau ,'3e the rea l life count erpart of Otr.o Slade 
did not rec el ve wenty thousa.nd , but only slx thousan d. Cona n Doyle 
rai s ed one thousa nd pounds for Slate r's defe nce , £330 of it out of his own 
pockcc. and ir s eems , the content of the letters wa s concer ned wicb Doyle 's 
a rtc m pt s to recover this sum fro m Slater . 

Otw Sla de t cheek s may have be en wet with tear s of gr atitude and 
Osca r Slarer m .1.ght eve n ha ve shed a tear or two , but hl s expressio ns of 
gra titu de cu.ct not exte nd 10 paying Conan Doyle that £330. Doyle died rn 
1930 wirhout Slater havin g pai d up . 

. everthele ss, the creat or of Sherlo ck Holme s was char ita ble 
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more than die Slater Case whid1 was agam 10 the headline s 20 year •. after 
poor Mi· s GU christ had been batt ere d to death. 

In the scory rhe seto ng i s Edi nburgh instea d of Glasgow; the aged 
s pin ster ha becom e Miss Sus annah Gllber t on and the wrongly im pr is oned 
man iE " Otto Slad e." 

Author's names were not given in the Uruon Jack in 1928 but a 
glan ce at rhe Sex.ton Blake Index l"eveal s that the wri ter i n thi s c.ase was 
rhat mercurial son of Wal es , Gwyn Evans, as might be ex pecte d fro m the 
pr es ence in the na rra tive of the repor er Spla sh Page, ab out whom Evans 
wro te so often . 

The story 15rart s in 1908 with the mu r der of MLs Gilb e rt son and 
sw1tche s to 1928 when Otto Slade .is r e lea sed from prison, which is just 
the curtain ra iser to Blake , Tinker and Page becoming involv ed in an 
adve ntu re which res ult s in the discovery of the real man on the stair for 
whom S1ade waEl rnisr.aken in 1908. 

Slade is iully cleared and re s tored to the world of tree men -
wh~re I incid entall y Tinke r notes that ''the 1:hing that star tles Slad e more 
thana·n ytlu ng aft.er 20 ye ars iu clink , is not wh.€le "s 1 aerop lanes or the 
movies , hue s hort s kirts . " In a tout-hing fare well sce ne , the relea se d 
pr::i.sonPr. his cheeks wet with tea.re: , takes Blake's hand in gratitude . 
" Heaven bl,ess you . si r . I - I knew ju stice would be done in the end," 
At th.is Sp.lash Page 1s moved to remark , w i t:h indignation: "Justic e : 
You' l t joll y well not be satisfie d wi th that Slade , old boy. Ii the "Dai l y 
Radio" drin't ge you twent y thous and pou nds for your s ufferings , das h tt , 
l 'LJ llv~ in Tooting'." 

WeJJ , d1is brin gs us back , with some iro ny, to the letter s found 
in tile Man che ste r ce lla r . Becau ,'3e the real life coun terpart of Otto Slade 
did not rec ei ve iwenty thousa .nd , but only slx thou san d. Conan Doyle 
rai s ed one thousa nd pounds for Slate r's de fence , £330 of it out of his own 
pocku , and u see ms , th~ content of the letters was concer ned wicb Doyle 's 
attem pt s to recove r tr-Lis sum fro m Slat e r . 

Otto Slaue ::. ~heeks may have be en wee with tears of gratitude and 
Oscflr Slat e r m1.ght eve n have shed a tear or two, but 1us ex:pressio ns of 
gratitu de dict not exte nd lo payi ng Conan Doyle that £330. Doyle died rn 
1930 wirhout Slater having paid up . 

Nevertheless, th e creator of Sherlo ck Holmes was charitable 
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charac t.er by Ham iJwn or Brook s . 
He indulged in ja pe s thaL we re far re moved from the us ual typf' , 

and lus prowes s at cnc ke t was near - coun ty cla s . 
The following extra ct fr om Nel son Lee New s eries 157' Muti ny" 

sum s up Browne in a few wo r ds. 
"Well don e , Browne:" said Nippe r enthus iastically. 
;,You clld it like a ma s ter.' ' 
"l di d it like a Browne:' ' corre ct ed William NapoJeon 
" Whi ch , as you will adm i t. i s the same thing." 
Although these character s a re not alike , any s to ry in whi ch they 

app ear 1s bound to be of an extreme ly high grade. 

THOSE STORY COMPETITIONS by W. 0. G. Loft s 

Rea der s wlrh in s piring amb iti ons co become scory writer s . 
rubbed the1r hand with anu ci pa uon by the annou ncement by edi tor H A. 
Hmton m MAG NE T No. 399 , 1915.. He state d " that he wou ld pay £15 to 
the 1eader who :;;ent m the bes t Greyfriar s st ory at 30, 000 word . The 
winnmg enuy woul d also be pub Us hed 1f 1t wac; of s uffic ient sta ndard. ,r 

How man y 'budding Frank . Richa rd s' sent m manu scn p cs w1JJ 
n ever be E-xa Lly known though G. R. Samwa ys a Clue f-s ub edi tor we ll 
remembtr--. John N1X Pen telow 1.he wa r - ume editor (who took over whe n 
H1 nt o 11 1efi on war-servic P.) s moking endle ::.s 1garerre s and spen di ng 
man v hour i:-p om lu g over r.he marm scri pts whic h were rn the ma in writte n 
in lo nghand. As Roger Jenk"ins once suggested , ' ' the co mpet1t1on wa s 
.::unpl y rnaugurdred ro ord er 1 to ens ure that , come what ma y , tb e wa r 
would no t comp el the MAGNET co d o ... e down." Sim ply , it was an 
artempt co tmd subso wce wnte rs . 

The wrnner wa s even tualJ y announc ed as ROBER T LA NGLEY 233 
Lynron Road . Be,·mon dsey. A Londone r lJvrng m the Brickla yer s Arms 
ct1s tr 1et . Th eTe JS no evi dence rhat his stmy was ever publi shed I nor 
ha"e 1 Lraced o1 a nytlu ng by hrm in prm t. Though lus .story could never 
h::i v€ beeu wor qe than so me that appeare d in that period. Fu1'the r li st s 
of a hundred p:rjze winners were announ ce d rn la ter iss ues , whe re rn the 
main che y r eceive d a bound volume of Longfellow's poems . Among s t the 
pr1:ze-winn.ets were rhe names of L. E. Ran s ome , W. L. Cat ch 2ole , 

(cont •u on ?ag e 20 ) 
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No. 42 7. Wb.ar l feel 1s r-hat Blake was evide ntl y so popular chat by 
Edit oria l decisio n , or by some conver si on ln Hayter' s own m ind te the 
th ough t tha t Blake ta les would se ll more easily , the change was made fr om 
Dcve ro Blake . My colle ctio n Iuns to No . 438 and all the Blake tale s are 
s et rn thj s vern1e. Rear in mind that ther e is no mention of Tink er or of 
Pedro , nor of Baker Stree t , uor o1 the cus toma ry Scotla nd Ya rd de tecti ves 
who appea red in the Unio n Jack a t that time. 

When caDi ng them '' long compl ete nov els' ' th e Pen ny Pictor ia l 
Edi torial polic y dld thi s for aU th eir short s tories; the fac t is that they 
we r e of about ttv e page s an d l esti m a te of 5 o r 6 thousa nd words each . 
They were neat littl e dedu cu ve ta le s , cert ai nly mu ch le ss adventur e in 
them than in the far longer eff ort s i n the Union Jack . And , by the way , 
anyo ne look ing back on m any of tho se yar ns mus1 be str uck by the 
advenrur e ele m e nt of Blake , m man y , many cases trus outw E>ighed the 
detecti ve el ement. The outwitung of an outlaw, adventur e r or c rook , 
by a powerful hone s t a nta gonist in straightforwar d conflict. 

In No. 445 , which I po ss es s, Bfake is opera ti ng fro m Me sse n,g€r 
Square. M y gap s ru n ti.11462 and 463 wher e Blake is s till at rJn s 
re si dence . 1 po ssess numbe rs :i:n the 4 70 ' s wher e the venue i s ind e ter 
m inaLe, Pr efsumably Me s enge:r Square . J believe the As ton Villa det 
up was througbour-- by C. Hayte r I the Me sse nger Squar e sc enes al so by 
Hay rer an d other auth ors . Cerra in.Jy 490 j.s by Michael Stor m a ~ i 1 
bnng i n Lady Molly Maxwell. 

o . 491 "Th e My stery of the Egyp tian Bonds" may help the 
Michad Storrn .stud e nt ~ a s rt recoums the ca ptur e by Blake a nd the 
se nding cc pnso u of Rupe rt Fo r be s . Georg e Mar sde n Plumm er app ears 
c.r .:'1t J.n U. J. 222 , ''The Man from Sc otla nd Yar d ." He eBcap eF fro m 
pn so n togethe r wi th Rupert Forbe in B. F . L . No. 96 " The Mervyn 
Mys tery , " Frn-be dying at the end of che rale lea ving Plummer to ca Try 
on (e. ap ing aga •n) m U. J. 315 "' The Swell Mobsma n'' a nd m m a ny i5sues 
tl1erea t cer. Th is may help reader s who start WJth the ''Mervyn Mystery " 
to rPali.s@ how the former ca ptu r e of Forbe s came a bou t . 

T po ~ses a long run s (wi th gap s ) up to 757 which seems to be the 
next to la s r a ppeara nc e a nd m this Blake 1s s till i n Mes::;enge r SquaTe .• 
Still no Tin ker , no Pedro , th ough oddl y enough the pi c toria l headJng to 
the rel.es r.hrough mdny y-ear.s wa ~ of Blake smoking , in a n armcha i r by 
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oi tl1e mill boss y hea dm a ~rers . Mr . Mar ti n was will.mg to have .:i basn 
a t fra t ri ci de and there l s n' ·t a lot of t hat about; no t rn rhe teaching ·cra de 

anywa y . 
The Colonel Clinton Serie s (Nelson Lee Librar y Old Series 187 -

194) a nd the Howard Martin Ser ies (Old Se ries 229 - 236) were both 
repr inted, rn 1926 , in "Th e Monster Libra ry of Comple te Stories. " 
They ' re good ex ample s of the high clas s melodrama Ed\\'y speciali se d in . 
Mel odr ama s et agai nst a p11blic sc hool ba ckground. Only a geniu s c ould 
co mbine the tr ad iti ons of Henry Irving' s Lyc eum with those of Tom 
Brown 's Rugby. 

Mr . Ma rtin is one of tho se teachers who begins as he means to 

go on . One of the "I neve r warn , I alway s s trike" brigade . He 's such 
a de s pot that by the end of bi s fir st da y the Sixth Form are threatening to 
l eave St . F ran.k's en ma s se , by the end of his s econd day Nel son Lee has 
be e n s a cked and by the en d of his thir d da y the Ancient House sectio n of 
the Re move have rebell ed . 

"Ha nd s up all tho se who vot e for a -revol t against th e Hea d' s 
tyr aurr - , " 3a s Nipper. "Hand s up those who are on the side of ju stice 

a nd r i ght . " 
It all Eound e a bit Fren ch Revalu u oni sh . And no doubt a ver y 

si m 1!ar s peec h wa s m ade by th e sixtee n yea r old Byro n in 1805 when he 
le d hi .; 1e lio w Har ro vian s in revolt agai ns t the i .r new head ma s ter. 

In no ti m e at all the Fa i3sil s have barr ica ded them se lv es i n the 
We st Wing. 

Ma r u n use s th r eat s , for ce , trickery and a priv a te army of mis
guid ed Boy Sc ou t s, He almo st succ eed s rn putt ing down the revolt. But 
t he wordr j w1se Nip per know s that ther e ls one gr eater than ev en the 
m o b [ powe r ful hea d ma s ter . So he ki dnap s the Chair man of th e Board 
of Governor s a nd threaten s to tar and fe athe r him unle ss be s ign s a 
docum e nt r es tor ing to the boys all the li berues they e njoyed be fo re Mr . 
Maru n a rrived . And , wi th chi~ new Magn a Car t.a sa feJy tucked awa y .in 
the br east poc ket of Nippe r ' s Eto n jac ke t , the barri ca de com e down . 

Ta r dud fe at he r the Cha i rm a n of th e Governo rs . 
Ther e are some pa s sa ges in Nel s on Lee that are s o anti

es rablis hn.1.ent I s o again st what mo s t adul ts would regard as lawful 
autho r i ty they mak e "The Little Red School Book'' look lik e a tract put 
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DO YOU REMEMBER? by Roger M. Jenkins 

No. 101 - Gem No. 1205 - "The Shady Three '' 

In that dim twilight of 1928-31, the real Martin Clifford wrote a 

mer e handful of stories for the Gem. The surpri si ng thing is not so 

much why he didn't write more - or better ones - but why he wrote any 

at all. When it i s rea li sed that i t was not unti l 1939 that Charles 

Hamilton took up his pea to relate the St. Jim's saga in earnest once again , 

the twil ight stories remai n a curious enigma to puzzle and tantalise the 

reader . 
Gem 1205 began with Baggy Trimble and a cake missing from 

Gussy's stu dy, which ende d up in Mr . Lathom' s room after bei ng con -

fiscated . The Shady Three were in fact Cutts, Prye and St. Leger, who 

were using Mr . Lathom' s study as a means of egres s and ingress afle.r 

dark. In one thr illi ng chapter they all came in contact with Mr . Lathom 

who got knocked down in the dark; and he blamed Trimbl e. It was 

hardly a noveJ siruation, but it made a competent story, and perhaps 

som e di sc erning readers fel t it constituted an agreeable change aft er al l 

the subs titute stories. 
The St. Jim's story was rather bnef, as there were two serials 

being run at this time, Rookwood bemg promi sed for the following wee k. 

Even more dis quieting was a page of s illy chatter from Whi skers, the 

office boy , and a strip of cartoon facts and puzz les entitled "Would You 

Believe It?" It is sad to note how far the Gem was res orting to gimmicky 

material in an att empt to maintai n its circulation . It is true tha t the 

red Magnet at one time featured a page of cartoon jokes, but that was in 

the distant past , and certainly since those days the Magnet presented an 

appearance which consistently malnta ined a dignity far above the Gem in 

its twWgbt yearf':. Of course, what the Gem needed was not more 

gimmicks and seria ls but a long run of genuine Hamiltonian material. 

There were some interesting items , nevertheless, in Gem 1205. 

Cardew contributed a typically Hami1tonian dissertation conce rning 

Nelso n' s la s t word s , and there were some good character studies of 

St. Leger an d Cutts . St . Leger wa s said to be related to half the peer

age , and his behaviour was certai nly far superior to that of his i:;hady 

friend . All the same, these two items were hardl y sufficient to raise 
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rabid Hamil ton fan . 
In the few years immediately afte r the end of the war, this Wate r 

Lily series received tremendous acc laim from man y of the old boys , 
but , in more re cent times , some hav e come to the conclusion that it wa s 
overrated . This is your opponunity to decide for yourself. 

Reader s can hardly fail to enjoy a great deal of this sunny trip 
up the silv ,ery Thames, and it should be added that the Magnet was really 
jam -packed in those halcyon days with material to plea se the ave r age 
Greyfriars fan, 

* **** ** *•*** ** ***** ** ** ** ** * ********** ***** * ***** 
TWO OLD PERIODICALS by S. Gordon Swan 
IN THE PAST I ha.ve s een occa s io nal rererences tn Collecto r s • Digest to a periodical 
called ~ OR NO, but cannot reca ll any menti on of i t s compani or. pa_per, THE WEEKLY TALE
TELLER - for I be 11 eve th ese two were p:-odUced by tb.e same publ ! sh Ing house. 

THE WEEKLY TALE-TELLER was the better paper of th e tw~ . It specia l i sed in 
short :;to r i es and there were half a dozen of th ese !ri each 1 ssl.le , ,so that one obtained 
a s ixpenny magaz in e fo r one penny . And t he s tories were of a hign st andard , of ten better 
th an one ro~n d in the higher- price d magszlnes . 

I r, these pages I r i rst encountere d t he name of E. R. Punshon , who wrote a 
story calle~ The Scour ge or God about Attila the Hun. I must admit I had never ~ard of 
this his toric al character untll then, as I ha.ct n ever been taught at,put him a t school. 
Punshon wen~ on to make a name for himse l f as a wr i te r of Jl\Yst ery yarns , h is later books 
be ing publ l f-hed by Viator Goll 'B11cz. Hi:s Bobby Owen s eries or detective tale s ran through 
the n!n eteer - thirt.ies , fort i es and r iftie s . Stnc ,e the mi d- fiftie s I haven• t near d or 
h im, so must. r-egret fUlly assume that he bas passe d on, l ike so many of t.he ol d stalwar t s . 

Neither of these pe r iodica l s nas in tended for boys , but I remember tak i ng beth 
or t.hem i n ror some t i me. YES OR NO had a dif ferent policy : genera l J.y lt containe d one 
or two shorts , a long compl ete novel and an l nstalmJmt of a serla l. At one tim e e story 
by Edgar Wall ace was running through lts pages . The title was The Man Who Was Nobody, 
and 1t was a long time be fore I secured thl s 1n bodl Conn. Alth ough many of Wallace's 
yarns are St lll in print I don• t thlnK this par tlcular s tory is obt ai nable now. 

Al though there does not seem to be any connec t ion between YES OR NO and THE 
BOYS' FRIEND, there may be a ten uous link . I n \ ,ssue No. 740 of the latter per1od1cal , 
dated 14th August, 1 915, there cormnences a sel'l a l by 1' F'runous Maurlce Evel:'ard ," ent i tled 
Polruan 's 11111\ ons . In h1s chat , the E:Jitor says t hat r ea ders won' t be familiar with 
the name of Maurice Everard , 11 for he has hi :.her to worked tn enothe r and higher sphere ." 
(I don•t know who t he Ed!Lor was a t this period , but it i s hard to i magine Harnllton 
Edwards adm1tt 1ng tha t the re was a higher spher e than h~s boys • papers ! ) 

Then, ln No, 756 of THE BOYS• F'RIEND, begln s a new story by Maurice Everard , 
A Tal e or Twel ve Cities , deal1ng wi t .h dete cc i ve Garne t t Bell and hls ass istants . 1 have 
a vagu e reco l lection that , among the lortg conpl ete novels !n YE:$ OR NO tbe~e were some 
dea l ing wl th the adventures of Garnett Bel l. I am open to correct loo on this point : Is 
there a reader whose memory goes back t o tho s e days and ,1'110 can con f lrm t hat tbt ·s 
lnvestlgater act:ua1ly did appear iii YES OR NO? r am sure I had heard or Garnett Bell 
before the r,ame became a ssoc iated with :Maur ice Everard and THE BOYS' F'RI END. 

If thls character did feature In that old paper of fi ft.y- r1ve years ago , the n 
Yra OR NO might be the " hi gher s,pher e" Lo which the Edi tor :ref erred . Or again , Maur i ce 
Everard might hav e contribute d t.o tne more expensl ve: magazi n es before he began wr1 ting 
boys• s r.or les . Are the re any copies or these two old periodicals s~ill in exi s tence? 



Page 23 

ECHOES ON "A SHADOW OF DOUBT" 

FRANK LAY 
I was much impre ssed with your Let's be Controver s ial No. 171. 

Tilis ties up very much with your editor ial article as so much is written 

about Hamilton and Pentelow from hindsight rat.her than actua l knowledg e. 

ft has bee n my pleasu.re over the years to meet a number of person s 

who knew them both and the picture that emerges of them both is rather 

diffe rent than the one envisaged from rea ding the pag es of the Digest and 

the Annuals. Norma ll y the A . P. writers were a happy -go-lucky crow d , 

many liv ing from hand to mouth, frequently borrowing or getting a 'sub' 

on the stre ngth of mater ia l yet to be written and frequently fra ternising 

over a pint at their favourite meeting places , the Fleet-street pubs . Into 

this picture Hamilton did not fit. He did not mix or fraternise , and the 

words you quote from my article on Wheway were echoed by other s . He 

was regarded a s a snob , albeit with awe and respect for his abili ty and a 

certai n am ount of envy. He was als o regarded as somewhat of a hypocrite , 

writing with tongue in cheek of the horror s of smoking, playing cards and 

backing the hor se s and at the same ti me losing his own shi rt at Monte 

Car lo. Conversely friend s who knew him when he lived at Hampstead 

speak of him with affection as 'a bit of a gay dog' and 'a lad with the 

ladie s .' It would seem very like ly that he kept his business and his 

private life very much apart with only a few frie nds in the writing world. 

Toe p1ctur e that emer ges of Pentelow i s rather different. Like 

Hamil to n Edwards he was so mething of a ' father figure' with enc ourage 

me nt of new blood and the stea dy main tenan ce of old favourite s . Wheway 

was certainly not exaggerati ng when he spoke of Hamilton , hi s views 

were expr ess ed by too many others . When he spoke , however, of 

Pentelow , tear s came to hi s eyes and in true Pentelow sty le he said 'I t 

woul d not be true to say l l1ked rum, rather that I loved him: ' And for 

a g1own ma n to confess such feelings is rather moving. He had nothing 

but good ro •my of Penrelow a s beiug mamly responsib le for his own 

gr owth a s an A. P. writer , as an editor and as a man of genero sity and 

under sta nding. In the cricket world where he was eve a more famous , 

many r emembe r Pentelow with great affection. 

It .:.s pro babl e that if Hamilton had visited Fleetway House more 
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or get payme nt for it . 
"Bravo, Bulstrode" was pretty awful. ln fact , awful rot . 

Greyfriar s, in the Public School s Cric ket Champions hip , is due to play 

Gra ndcourt Sch ool in the final at Lords . Surel y , if Greyfria rs we re in 

anythi ng of the so rt , the first eleve n would play - not the Remov e. The 

Greyfriars eleven goe s out in a boat which gets ca ught in a storm , and 

all get soaked and have a terrible tim e. So Harry Whar ton and Co. 

cannot pla y in the final. They se nd a se cond eleven to Lord s , captained 

by Bulstrode - and thi s second eleven wins. 

Fina ll y "Mauly ' s Pals" is the fir st of what look s like being a 

holiday series . Mauly is to take a party on a yachting tour in the summer 

vac. Maul y finds hims elf with plenty of fri end s who want to go with him 

on the yac ht, including Loder and Walker, whom Mauly s nubs . Then 

Billy and Sammy Bunter fail in a ru se to get Mauly to take them on the 

yacht . 

WANTED:- ~TER LI BS. ; S. O. L..S.; SEX':'~ BLAKES; GilEYF'RIAiIB HOLDAY ANNUALS; 

l!fflm'URrn; CHAMPIONS; HOTSPURS; ROVERS; WI Z.AROO ( pre -, 955). 

J AMES GAU., 49 ANDERSON A VENUE, ABERDEEN, SCOTLAND , AB2 21..~ • 

xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx xxxx xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx 

SALE::- GREYF'RIARS HOLIDAY ANNUALS, MAGNETS, GEt13, PENNY POPULARS, NELSON LEE'S , 

SEXTON BLAKE•S. HOBBIEB ANNUAL, i:1 . Bl.ACKIES BOY'S ANNUAL i:1 . AUTOBIOGRAPHY FRANK 

RICHAROO £1,60 . TUR1'iER1S BOY1S WILL BE BOYS £1 . 50. 

J AMES GALL, 49 ANDERSON AVDHJE, ABERDEEN, SCOTLAND, AB2 2LR. 

xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx xx xx xx xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx 
BULLDOG BREED BOOKS by O, W. Wsdha..11 

An excellent story paper fo r boys, publ lsh ed during t he 1914-,8 war , h as never , 

that I can recall, ever been mentlone d tn the varied ~ages or Collec tors' Di gest. 

N~ES' BULLDOG BREED LIBRARY gives no Ind ication as to whether It was a weekly , 

bl -month ly or ~ont hly publ i cation , but it cert ainly gave good value f or two- pence, 

especl all y ln war t tme. 
Pages were the same s ize as the GEM in its last days , and there were 64 of them. 

Covers were ni cely co loured and the print was ::lear and readable . 

r have No, 7 , " The Pir ate Hunters .~ by STA.'-H£Y PORTAL HYATT, who al so wrote 

"D ead Men's Cold ," another BULLOOG BREED sr,or y . Ot her wr iters wer e , F'E:LIX O'GRADY, OLIVE:R 

STUART, E:. LE BRETON MARTIN, JA11ES WYNNE BANDER, and Capt . RIC!lARD BENSON. 

la.pos ing - sounding naoes and quite good writer s. I wonder ha•1 many of them are 

Known to D 11! es r. readers? 
There were teri excell ent dr aw! ngs In each Issue . Does any reader of Colle c e,ors• 

utgest know how l ong NDINES BULLDOG :..1 BP.ARY la s te d? 
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Frank -r.andmg four sq uare to the eleme nts hke AJax defying the lightrung '. 

I have never , to my knowledg e, wittingly or unwittingly , portrayed 

E . S. B. in such a light. You say that Brooks certa inl y cringed , and that I 

had made it very clear . I should lik e to know where. lf , poss ibly, you 

are buggesti ng that his, and bi s editor s , le tters prov e this then you are 

s adl y off beam. What the letters do show , I think , is a dogged persever

anc e and a willingness to learn at a time when he must have been very 

bard put to ma ke ends meet. Surel y, admiration for his cour age would 

be more appos i te . If, instead, you are sugges tin g that his continu ing to 

write for the Lee, in spite of edi tor ia l interference in the 30' s wa s 

cringing then you are refusing to re cogni se the economic facts of lif e as 

E . S. B. saw it . He did not just bem oan his fate and do noth ing. He 

deci ded to switch fro m writing s tori es for boys to writing for the adult 

ma rket , and , after 20 year s of the former, it req uire d no sma ll amount 

of mora l courage to give it up in fa vour of the latter. 

My whole enjoy m ent of your article wa s entir ely spoiled by that 

totally unnecessary and insulting ins erti on . 

LAURIE SUTTON 

l wa s extreme ly int erest ed in the June "L et' s Be Controver sial , " 

whic h put s a different view to Roger Jenkin s on the Hamilton / Pentelow 

relat:1.onship. I sh ou]d like to offer som e comm ent s, although l did not 

hav e the advantage of meetin g Char les Hamilto n. My own view s have 

been for med by r eadin g alon g - and betwe en - the lines of the Magn er and 

Ge:rn. and by consi dering the Vie\vs of others, mcludrng Er ic Fayn e and 

Roger Jenkins . 
There are certa inly unfa thoma ble mysteries regar din g Charles 

Hamilto n 's r e lauo nship with Pentelow , and his attitude to su b wri te r s 

genera ll y. 
Undoubte dly Hamilton was a cr aft sman, with a fier ce pride in his 

work and creatio ns , and I cannot accept the view that he would willin gly 

tol erate the substitute r ubbi sh publi shed under hi s pen -name s. To that 

ex te nt I suppor t Hamilton's views as expr essed m the later yea r s . I 

ca n under s tand h1s adoption by r equest of su bstitute char acters obvio usly 

introd uced to boost geogra phi cal circ ulation - such as Cli fton Dane and 

Sidney Cliv e. 
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DANNY'S DIARY 
JULY 1922 

Anoth e r fi ne month ot Rookwood in the Boys ' F r iend . The onl y 
bother is that the st ori e s are so short , squ as hed into tw o pag e , . 

"At the Eleventh Hour " wa s the l ast st or y of the pres ent 
Mo r ni.ngc:on s e ri e s . Jimm y i s s ente nced to expuls ion for pin ching tbe 
Freu h m ast:er ' s wat ch. But in the end , Mor ny repent s , and confe ss ed 
to the Head tllat he had pl ott ed it all. So Mor ny i s expelled from Rook
wood ins tead. 

But , th ough Morn y is expell ed , i t i s clear tha t we have not done 
Wlth him. In "Th e Rookwood Exile , " Er r oll has a letter from Mor ny , 
who i s unhapp y a t home wi th his Stac poole cous ins . Rookwood junio r s 
go to pla y cric ket at High cllf fe , but , owning to "know ing be st," Lov ell 
loses the tr ai n , and Ro okwood ar rives a m an shor t for the game a t 
Wg hcl iffe . But l uc kil y Morn ington is th e r e a s a sig h ts eer , he pla ys 
for Rookwood " and win s the game . 

In "Gunn er 's Deep Gam e , " dunn er take s up hypnoti s m. It is 
go od fun when his pal . Dic kin s on Mino r. m akes Gunner think that he , 
Gun ner . ha s r eally got the powe r . In qGunn er ' s Late st" he tries to 

co mpel Jimm y , und er hY{DOtiS m , to play him , Gunne r . in the cr ic ke t 
m atch agai nst Bags ho t. It does n 't wor k. Mod e rat ely funny . 

Fin ally , the fi r st st or y of the holi da y ser ies. The Fi stic al F our 
are pla nni ng a walki ng holiday . In " Love ll' s Bargain , " Lovell b uyR a 
hor se and tr ap fr om a man named Walk e r . But late r on , a handsom e , 
s unb urn ed young m a n , a rr ives wi th a po lic eman to clai m his pon y and 
trap which has be en st ol en . The hand s ome young man .i.s Mr. Ri cha rd s . 
However he is a good -na tured yo ung man , s o h e lend s Lovell tlle pony 
and tra p for the hol idays . 

Doug had one of tl1e five new Sexto n Blake Libra r ies . It wa s 
" Th e Falle n Star , " about a cinem a sensa tion , and i t s ta rs Leon Kesr rel . 
the ma s te r mummer . I r ead it, and lik ed lt a l ot. 

There has been a bad trafo s ma s h at L iverpool Stree t Sta ti on . 
Nobody wa s kill ed , but 45 people we r e injured. There ha s al so bee n a 
ki nd of Roy al Wedding . Lo r d Loui s Mountb atten , who is rel ated to the 
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thot.e day" , an y man could as s er t comple te independ ence? Regar d.i.ng 
Pentclo w' s mfluence , 1 have the feeh ng that H. A. Hinton was onl y 
Rccept ed ba ck into the ed1rorial ,·hai r bec au se of hi s war serv.ice . and 
tha t .somebody pu r metaphorical tin-tac ks on the chair. Was there s ome 
si gni fica nc e i n Hinton s pla ~hing his return in the editori al col umn " and 
putti ng his name at the end? Agreed > Hinton always made a spl ash , but 
did he drown him s elf thi s time ? What about the my s tery of Hamilton 's 
"St. Kit 's " s torie s in Hinton's "School and Sport?" 

Pentelow appeared to take a viciou s swi pe at Hamilton in Magnet 
524 whe n he had Ogilvy say: ,.It' s not Scotc h , and nobody but an igno rant 
as s says Scotch . . . He should say 'Scot s ' or 'Scottish.'" It is diffic ult 
to believe that Pentelow , afte r comb ing the Magnet file s for his "Gr ey 
fr iars Gallery ," wa s unaware that Hamilton invariably used the term 
"Sco tc h . " 

I sup pose most wr it ers have a certain conceit and pr ide in their 
work , and an edi tor j s i n a good position to plug i t - not you , Mr. Buddle . 
I love you ~ Per cy Gr iffith wa s another example of this . 

Regar ding Courtney, I agree that he was not a ser ious la s$. 
Gwynne was a bet ter part ner for Wingate if only becau s e , bei ng Iri s h , 
he provi ded a contras t . 

I agree that we regard the Greyfriars and St . Jim' s st or ie s a lot 
mor e eer iously tha n did t.he pub.Usher s J A. P. ' taff , and sub writer s . bur 
l suspect that Cha rl e ~ Hamil ton hirnseli had an equa.l Tevere n, e for them . 

The se arP fasc inating questio ns, but we will never be certain oi 
all the answers . T sus pe ct tha t Er ic Fayne , Roger Jenk in s, and my se l f 
are all partly ri ght an d partly wrong'. 
ERlC FAYNE adds : I'll" . Lay st t' ays a llt! ,li> rr •.1m th P po in t.. The QUest. ~on was not. what 
ot hel' A.P . wor·ker s t.hought o r Hamilton but whether Pen telo w coul d have been guilty or 
the fa ili ngs or whlch he was a~cused. tr Wheway wepr, at the IPemory ot Pentel ow, all 
t.hcise years lat er, h e muse nave been an unusually seo t lmen ta.l man. I f f~lendshlp was so 
gr ea r, I t oould mean that Wheway saw hls old pal through r os e- coloured gl asses . We can 
acce pt. t-hat Pen t elo w was a very nl cP man t o his rrte nds . 

Whet.her Hamll t on was a snob and a h.YpocrH e is irre levant , a ls obviously 
prP.posterous t.o acc us e a man of nypocr J sy bticause he condemned smok1r.g and gambl in g in 
stor1es wi·ltteo f or boys . 1f Hamllton was shy and d lst an c., as they cla im and I believe 
h e was , !t see ms un li ke l y that peoplP i n the o ffic e c an have k.ncwn much o r l'll s pr ivate 
11 re . Maybe ~"heway spoke with t he h ind s igh t of which Mr . Lay speaks. 

Whet her Hamil ton was a snob l t 1s difficu lt t o say , 1 never saw anych t ng 
which sugg este o it In the years l knew him. He may have been a bad mixer, but so are 
plen t y of us chrou gh no f ault. or our own. My per sonal bel ief Js that envious p eople 
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much which i s delightful for the one to whom the letter was addressed , 
but which is of little general intere s t to the ma ss es . Plenty of my own 
from the author are fascinating , because they deal with his writing life 
and his connection with the old papers, but a great deal of the substance 
of these has been published in C. D. down the years. I am still con
sidering the matter, but I rather fee l that the idea of a booklet of the 
letters is not likely to come to anything. But we shall see in the next 
few weeks. 

THE ANNUAL 

Preparations are now going ahead for Collectors' Digest Annual 
of 1972 . How time flies: If you have in your head the germs of an 
article which you think wou ld be of interest to Annual readers, please 
get going with it and send it along as soon as possib le . 

THE EDITOR 

* ** **** * * ** * *** * *** * * ** ** * * ** ** ** * * * * ** * * * * ** ***** 

MA GN E T S F OR S A LE . W:."lt e t o -

fi'ELDMAN, 4 BALl..ANTRAE HOUSE, LYNDALE, LONDON, N.W.2. 

xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx 
MACNETS FDR SALE i n exce ll ent cond1 tion . Small or Jarge quan t it les at re aso nable 
pric es. Wr ite to 

MR. 11. J ACKSON, 26B NORTH END ROAD, LONDON, NW11. 

xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx 
AMERICAN/B RI TISH COMICS, BOOKS, PULPS, et c . , EXTENSIV E LIS TS. 

GUY N. SMITH, BURNT HIL L HOUSE, HOPWAS, TAJ1.IOR').'H, STAF'F'S. 

xxxxxx x xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx 
W A N T ED :- Magn ets 1222, 1223, 1227 , 1238 , 12 414 246, 1255 -, 277 , 1297-12 98 , 13 07, 
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Roger' s article s are al wa ys a delight to re a d; something one can 

look forward to ; and some thing one can share . A century of memorie s 
is a me morable ce ntury inde e d . May fresh fi gure s long continue to be 
registered on thi s pa r ticular scor e board: 

LEN WORMULL (Romfo r d) : I have just been reading George Orwell's 
Essays, i n which appears his article on Boys' paper s, and the reply by 
Frank Richards . This is my first reacting, and I must say that I though t 
our author's reply mos t brilli ant. You may be awar e of it, but a foot
not e states that i t was much disc usse d and enjoyed in literary circles at 
the time and by Orwell himself , Befor e reacting it , he expr es sed his 
apprehension about it . . . "As I 've no doubt made many mistakes, but 
what he'll probably pick on is my sugge sti on tha t these papers try to 
in culc ate snobbishness. " 

* ** ** ** * ********** * ************************* * ** *** 

NEWS OF THE CLUE!>S 
NORTHERN 

Meeting held on 10th June , 1972. 

A lively gather ing at the usu a l ve nue in Hyde Park, Leeds. 
An early subject of dis cuss ion was the recent Howar d Baker 

publications . Th e Cha irma n had d1at day r ece ived his copy of the Water 
Lil y Series and was rather disappointed. 

We all felt that the early reproductions had been of high standard, 
but there had sin ce been a deterioratio n. Some pages we r e heavily 
printed and on others the typ e was faint. Of part icu la r concern was the 
propo se d reducti on in the size of the Magnet volumes . Ther e seemed 
no justification for this . No long er would we have true facsimiles, and 
futu r e publication s would not be uniform with our present volumes. 

'The Magnet Companion' was mentioned and said to be 'a plethora 
of e r rors from beginning to end.' 

It was una nimous ly agreed that a lett er be sent to Howard Baker 
expr e ss ing our concern. 

We arranged that during the nex t months certain of us shou ld give 
talk s on the sub je ct, 'How my Collection Started . ' Next month the 
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They were neat , pleasant , and efficient, and well earned any tip one 
rntght leave , though the door s of the Lyon s ' tea- shops as well a s the menu 
card s bore the ·tri ct advice ''No Gratuities . " 

How :really fir s t - cla s s those Lyons' tea-&hops were: Just when 
they fir st became a feature of London I don ' r know - pro bab ly long befor e 
any of us wa s born . But they :flourished si de -by-side with the old papers 
whi ch we loved . The heyday of the one was the heyday of the other . As 
a child, the highlight of my sch ool holida y was alwa ys a day in London, 
with a visit to the Coliseum matinee , and a mea l at Lyons . 

For the two decades betwee n the wars, the pri ce s did not vary at 
all . Everything was dean , spick and span . Service was exce ll ent . A 
cup of tea wa s 2d. A pot of tea was 3d. per per so n. A mixed-ice wa s 
4d . A banana split - a mouth-warering delicacy - was 9d. A cheese 
sa lad wa s a shilling, and on eacb table sto od a bottle of "Lyon naise" 
from which you helped yourself as liberally as you like d. They don't 
make Lyonna lse any more - of course they don' t - but 1 alwa ys thought it 
the most delic ious sa lad cr eam on the marke t . 

A couple of cha pters of the Magnet over a delightful meal in the 
Lyons on the cor ner of King sway in Holborn - and then the first house at 
tlle Holborn Empire, with, perhap s, Max Miller, the Houst on Sisters, 
and Scott and Whaley topping the bill . That was my idea of a little bit 
of heaven . They did you proud in Lyons . Today the restaurants just 
"do '' you - that 12 , if your dige stive sys tem can put up with "chips wi th 
everythi ng. " 

They don't call them Lyons any more, of course . I'm not r eally 
sorry , for they are so different . They use d to advertise "Where's 
George ? Gone to Lyonch:" I dar esay you rem embe r . 

There were other grou ps of tea -sh ops , of course. There were 
ABC's , and other names which elude me now, but somehow Lyo ns 
seemed to me always tha t littl e bit superior to the othe rs. 

A few day s ago I popped back to Surbito n for a few hour s . In a 
ca fe I asked .for a cup of tea and a pas try . "You mean a glarse of tea," 
the waitres s told me haughti ly. 

I agreed that I probably meant a "glarse'' of tea. It turned out 
to be a glass of hot water in which was soaking a tea -bag . For my 
g la rse of tea and a pa stry 1 was charged 16 pee. Whic h, dear friends , 
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Ben Whiter provided one of his own style quizzes, one about the girls 
schools and naturally Mary Cadogan was the winner. Josie gave a fine 
C. D. June issue quiz which Eric won. Truly a happy and jolly meeting . 
Grateful thanks to the hosts. 

Next meeting at the home of Brian and Mrs. Doyle, 14A 
Clarendon Drive, Putney, London, S. W. 15. Phone 788 1086. Sunday, 
16th July. 
NO U:'HER CLUB REPOR'I1 RE:CEIVEO THIS l'l>NTH AT n!E . UNCLE BENJAMIN 
TI ME OF' GOING TO PRESS 
* * • • • • • • • • • • * • • • • • * • • * * • • * • • • • * * * • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • * * 
IN THE VAN WITH JUSTICE, BIGGLES, 

HUGHIE, GOFFIN AND GUBBY 
by R, Hibbert 

I read the Modern Boy in my formative years and I'm the better 
for it . That greatest of all boys papers prepared me for the supersonic 
seventies. 

Readers were in good company. In Magnet 1418, 'Quelch's 
Easter Egg,' page 20, we read: 

'Mr, Quelch sorted out sections of a weeJcly paper - the Modern 
Boy. There were readers of that periodical in his Form. He had seen 
Harry Wharton and Co. gathered round a copy, reading it over one 
another's shoulders.' 

The Magnet might teach us not to sneak on schoolfellows - ''I say, 
you chaps. Winterbottom Major's the Mad Axe Murderer who's been 
terrorising the neighbourhood." "Quiet, you ass. The beaks might 
hear. " It might din into us that smoking, playing billiards and backing 
horses just weren't done. It might give us a few stern aphorisms -
'Cricket come s before friendship' is one I've always pr~ed - to see us 
through life , bat it didn't give us the all round education the Modern Boy 
provided. 

We had Pidgin English lessons from Charles Hamilton in his King 
of the Islands stories. I can still rattle off Pidgin the way old copper 
faced Kaio-lalulalonga taught me. As I said to my class only last week: 

"Fellah belongum exercise booky topside top teachah fellah ' s desk 
bettah do-utn worky belongum home, break time or top teachah fellah 
tannum. Savvy?" 
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The Union Jaclc returns to the shops for the first time ·in 40 years. 

This is the dust-ja cket of the Union Jack volume published 1h1 i,; summ er by 
the firm of Howard Balcer. 


